Cedarville University

DigitalCommons@Cedarville
Torch

Summer 6-1-1990

Torch, Summer 1990
Cedarville College

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/torch
Part of the Higher Education Commons, and the Organizational Communication Commons
Recommended Citation
Cedarville College, "Torch, Summer 1990" (1990). Torch. 58.
https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/torch/58

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by
DigitalCommons@Cedarville, a service of the Centennial Library. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Torch by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@Cedarville. For more information, please contact
digitalcommons@cedarville.edu.

A Magazine Ministry of Cedarville College

_ . ________________________
~n.is

battle
has been
waged
through all
ages, but
vietoryis
assured.
by Dr. Paul Dixon
President

The

Cold War is over. The presidents
of the superpowers of the world, United
States President George Bush and Soviet
President Mikhail Gorbachev, met in
Washington D.C. and Camp David to
discuss arms control, chemical weapons,
conventional forces, trade, and a myriad
of other topics designed to bring West
and East to a state of peace. Hope
abounds in the hearts of all peace-loving
people.
But is it really over? A recent
Gallup Poll reveals that a significant
number of Americans think the Cold
Ward continues. They also believe that
Gorbachev cannot be trusted. Few want
to provide financial help for the Soviet

Union, and forty percent are hesitant
about present arms agreements under
discussion.
Whatever the outcome in that current
effort, the Christian remains engaged in
another serious conflict. Donald Gray
Barnhouse wrote a book on the topic and
called it The Invisible War. Paul said to
the Ephesians, "For we wrestle not ·
against flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high
places" (Ephesians 6: l 2).
The enemy is Satan. While his
tactics change with time, his objective
has never varied-to defeat our God.

He has declared all-out warfare, and we
are involved because we are God's
creation. We are made for His glory,
and He provided redemption through the
shed blood of His Son Jesus Christ to
that end. Everything and everyone God
is for, Satan is against.
A current tool of the devil is the New
Age Movement. As Texe Mars points
out in his book, Dark Secrets of the New
Age, the rituals and beliefs of the New
Agers were often commonplace in
Babylon. Everything from reincarnation
to occult meditation was commonplace
3,000 years ago. The New Age Movement really is not new.
Erwin Lutzer and John De Vries state
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in their Satan's Evangelistic Strategy
for the New Age: "The New Age thus
is a revival of the Old Age. And the
New Age may well tum out to be the
Final Age."
This battle has been waged through
all ages, but victory is assured.
"Thanks be to God who gives us the
victory through Jesus Christ our Lord"
(I Corinthians 15:57). Many years ago
Samuel Chadwick said, "Christ
descended to man 's level; took man 's
nature; endured man's temptation; died
in man's place; conquered the devil,
man's foe; achieved man's victory;
and served man ' s salvation."
How do we make that victory ours?
Primarily through prayer. A few years
ago, two pastors visited our Cedarville
College campus to check out all
aspects of the College to see if we met
their approval. At the conclusion of
their stay, they met me in my office
and exclaimed, "Do you realize what
God is doing in this place? Satan
would love to destroy it! You people
had better spend a lot of time on your
knees!"
We do. We have done so for many
years. We believe in prayer. We
major in prayer. Prayer is a major
focus in our daily chapels. Classes
open in prayer. There are dorm prayer
meetings and college-wide prayer
meetings. Two annual days of prayer
are set aside in the academic calendar
when four hours each day are given to
prayer and testimony.
I have told our alumni and students,
if they ever have a need the rest of
their lives, call me collect. They do!
Sometimes they need counsel. Most
often they desire the college family to
pray for them.
No, the war is not over! Satan is
alive and well. The battle is real for
you, for me, for Cedarville College.
What can you do for us? Give? Yes!
Send students? Yes! Share your
counsel? Yes! The most important
thing you can do as we wage our
spiritual battle is pray for us.

Cincinnati, OH-Tri --County Baptist
Church , July 25
Warren, OH-First Baptist Church , July 26
Lima, OH-Lima Baptist Temple, August 2
Schroon Lake, NY-Word of Life, August
4-11
Chatsworth, CA-Faith Church , August 12
Ft. Wayne, IN-Blackhawk Baptist Church,
August 15
White House, TN-Tri -County Baptist
Church, August 19
Atlanta, GA-Braves/Cubs Chapels,
August 26
Cincinnati, OH-Reds/Dodgers Chapels,
September 16
Upper Marlboro, MU-Riverdale Baptist
Church, September 29-30
Saginaw, Ml-Saginaw Truth for Youth
Rally, October 6
Cass City, MI-First Baptist Church,
October 7
Cedarville, OH-Cedarville College
Homecoming Chapel, State of the College
Address, October 19

This battle has been
waged ....
by Dr. Paul Dixon

2
Know What Satan
Is Up To and
How He Is
Succeeding
by Dr. Timothy Warren

4
Be Sober,
Be Vigilant....
by Pastor William Rudd

Dr. Jam es T. Jeremiah,
Chancellor

7

Montrose, PA-Montrose Bible Conference, July 30-August 5
Akron, OH-North Baptist Church,
August 19
Naples, NY-"Strength for Today" Bible
Conference, August 24-26
Cedarville, OH-Regional Christian
Management Institute, Cedarville College,
September 11
Tacoma, WA-Northwest Baptist Seminary , September 21
Tacoma, WA-Evergreen Baptist Church,
September 21 -23
Lake Ann, MI-Lake Ann Senior Conference, October 8-10
Buffalo, NY-Odosagih Bible Conference, October 12-13
Cedarville, OH-Homecoming,
Cedarville College, October 19-20
Thousand Oaks, CA-Thousand Oaks
Baptist Church, October 26-28

Christians, Arm
Yourselves!
by Pastor Gary Gromacki

10
Armor for Sale
by Doug Peterson

13
Campus News

15

CREDITS
Editor

Managing Editor

Dr. Martin Clark

Ron Coriel l

Graphics

Photography

Les Troyer

Lonnie Richards

Associate Editors
Martha Baldwin
Judy Johnson
Linda Thomas

Proofreaders
Marilyn Henderson
Irene Gidley

TORCH

Published by

Vol. 12, No. 3
Summer Issue, 1990

Cedarville College
P.O. Box 601
Cedarvi lle, OH 45314

NO PAID SUBSCRIPTIONS
The Cedarville TORCH is published
quarterly for the alumni and friends of
Cedarville College. Comments and requests
for reprints should be directed to:

Ron Coriell, Managing Editor
P.O. Box 601, Cedarville, OH 45314

513-766-2211

---------------------------Satan still aspires to

What is Satan up to?
Satan wants you ... to join his rebellion . Since hi s battle plan seeks your
destruction , it is imperative that you
know who he is , what he is about, and
how he enlarges his following .

Satan became God's
archenemy.
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Satan was not always God 's enemy.
God created him morally pure and made
him to oversee the angels worshipping
around God 's throne in Heaven. " You
were the model of perfection ... anointed
as a guardian cherub ... blameless in your
ways from the day you were created .. ."
(Ezekiel 28: 12,14,15).
In that day Satan was known as
Lucifer, " the morning star," (Isaiah
14: 12). Lucifer, meaning " to shine,"
signified Satan ' s essential activity: . t_o
glorify God. Though he held a pos1t~on
of high privilege, Satan rebelled agams_t
his Creator. " .. .wickedness was found m
you ... you sinned" (Ezekiel 28: 15, 16).
God 's principal devotee became God ' s
enduring enemy and was exiled from
Heaven. "I drove you in disgrace from
the mount of God, and I expelled you, 0
guardian cherub ..." (Ezekiel 28 :16).
,,
Having been "cast down to the earth
(Isaiah 14: 12), Satan progressively
revealed his seditious character. His two
most common names disclose his
malevolence. Satan means "adversary. "
Not only does Satan oppose the interests
of God, he also resists the godly aspirations of men. Called the devil or
"slanderer," he maligns the character of
God and His righteous children.
Satan's titles and representations also
speak of his commitment to overthrow .
God's rule . Distinguishing titles are evII
one (1 John 5: 19), tempter (1 Thessalonians 3:5), accuser of our brothers
(Revelation 12: l 0) , prince of this world
(John 12:31), god of this age
(2 Corinthians 4:4), and ruler of the
kingdom of the air (Ephesians 2:2).
Such designations demonstrate that God
has allowed Satan extensive influence
upon the earth.
Satan is represented as a serpent
(Revelation 12:9), a lion (1 Peter 5:8),
and a dragon (Revelation 12:3). These
crafty, destructive, and frightful portrayals remind us that Satan became, and
remains for eternity, God 's archenemy.

dethrone God.
Satan ' s rebellion began with the sin
of pride. " Your heart became proud ... "
(Ezekiel 28: 17). He rebelled against
God 's sovereignty. Satan wanted to
dethrone the Creator so that he could
live independently. With God
displaced, Satan would be free to
promote his own interests.
Isaiah 14:13-14 depicts Satan's
straightforward challenge of God ' s
preeminence. " You said in your heart,
' I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my
throne above the stars of God; I will sit
enthroned on the mount of assembly , on
the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. I will ascend above the tops of the
clouds; I will make myself like the Most
High. "'
Five times Satan determined, "I
will. " In his conceit he imagined that
he was competent to rule in God's
place. But with God already on the
throne, Satan would have to overthrow
Him. Thus the rebellion began.
Though frustrated in its infancy , the
rebellion took a heavy toll. When Satan
was evicted from Heaven , so were as
many as a third of the angels who had
chosen to follow him (Revelation 12:4).
Worse, the rebellion subsequently
continued among men. Apparently
Satan hoped that, with the support of
multitudes of angels and men , he might
still attain his goal of overthrowing God.
Every baby born is enlisted into the
rebellion and enticed into following " the
ways of this world and of the ruler of
the kingdom of the air" (Ephesians 2:2).

Satan enlarges his
rebellion through
deception.
Satan is not interested in our welfare.
While seeking to benefit himself only ,
he does want us on his side and uses
whatever means he can to add as many
as he can to his insurrection.
Jesus identified the fundamental
tactic of Satan: " he is a liar. .. " (John
8:44). Satan ' s scheme is to deceive
people into choosing their _own will_
rather than God 's, to begmle them mto
directing their own lives without God's
interference, and to trick them into
trying to earn their own salvation.

Deception is Satan's primary tool.
The Apostle John revealed the last great
hoax of Satan who " will be released
from his prison and will go out to
deceive the nations ... to gather them for
battle" against God (Revelation 20:8).
Satan ' s counterfeiting deception is
nowhere seen more clearly than in the
two most famous temptations: the
temptation of Eve and of the Lord Jesus.
In both cases the tempter appealed to
the self-interests of the one he solicited
to evil. Satan suggested that his plan for
Eve was better than and should replace
God 's plan for her. The tempter
induced Eve to question the Word of
God and the integrity of God (Genesis
3: 1-5). First he asked , "Did God really
say ...?" Then he added, " You will not
surely die." Finally, he promised the
deception that she could duplicate the
wisdom of God. "God knows that when
you eat of it...you will be like God. "
In Matthew 4: 1-11, the tempter
suggested that his plan for Christ was
superior to and ought to supplant God ' s
plan for Him. Satan promised Kingdom
glory without crucifixion. Jesus wa~
invited to act independently by turnmg
stones into bread, to indulge Himself by
leaping off the temple and landing
unharmed below , and to worship Satan.
However, these appeals to pleasure,
power, and pride were rejected by the
Lord. He refused to substitute His own
will for that of the Father. Unlike Eve
and all her other offspring, Jesus Christ
could not be deceived into counterfeiting the will of God.
.
Whatever Satan's disguise, be 1t
dragon (Revelation 12:3) or angel of
light (2 Corinthians 11: 14 ), his goal is
the same: to counterfeit the Person and
plan of God. He seduces all he can into
his rebellion, but those who follow
discover not joy but the judgment of
God. Satan "deceives those who are
perishing ... because they refused to love
the truth and so be saved" (2 Thessalonians 2: 10).

Will Satan succeed?
The answer is no, yes, and sometimes . Against God, Satan will fail.
Against unbelievers , Satan will succeed.
Against believers, Satan sometimes
succeeds, but ultimately will fail.

--L------------------------------~
Satan will not
dethrone God.
God's love surpasses Satan's futile
attempt to overthrow His rule. God's
plan of redemption has frustrated Satan's
rebellion. "The reason the Son of God
appeared was to destroy the devil's
work" (I John 3:8).
God either has judged or will judge
Satan in a progression of regal declarations. He was judged in Heaven at the
inception of his rebellious pride, "I drove
you in disgrace from the mount of God"
(Ezekiel 28: 16); in Eden immediately
after the Fall, "I will put enmity ...
between your offspring and hers; He will
crush your head ... " (Genesis 3:15); at the
cross when Christ died to pay the penalty
for sin, "[Christ] shared in their humanity
so that by His death He might destroy
him who holds the power of death-that
is, the devil. .. " (Hebrews 2:14). He will
be judged during the Tribulation, "The
great dragon was hurled down-that
ancient serpent called the devil, or
Satan ... to the earth ... " (Revelation 12:9);
at Christ's Second Coming, "[The angel]
seized ... Satan, and bound him for a
thousand years" (Revelation 20:2); and
for eternity, "And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of
burning sulfur...tormented day and night
forever and ever" (Revelation 20: I 0).
No doom is more certain than Satan's, no
plan more destined to failure.

cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for
the devil and his angels." Those who
reject the Lord Jesus Christ as God's
provision for their sin are willing victims
of Satan ' s awful deception .

Satan sometimes will
deceive us.
Though believers will not suffer the
eternal consequences of following
Satan's rebellion, they are sometimes
enticed into acting as if they were his
own subjects. Satan incited David into
sinning against God's command
(I Chronicles 21: I), deceived Peter into
denying the necessity of Christ's
sacrifice (Matthew 16:21-23), filled the
hearts of Ananias and Sapphira to lie
(Acts 5:3), and takes captive those who
will do his will (2 Timothy 2:26).
Yet Satan's plan for the believer
ultimately will be frustrated. "For the
accuser of our brothers, who accuses
them before our God day and night, has
been hurled down. They overcame him
by the blood of the Lamb .. ." (Revelation
12: I 0, 11 ). Even on a daily basis the
believer can overcome the temptation of
the devil, for "the one who is in you is
greater than the one who is in the world"
(I John 4:4).

We must defend
ourselves.

As believers, we must join in the
battle against Satan. The Bible offers
several strategies for surmounting his
attacks. First, we must know our
Though his ultimate goal of supplantadversary. "Be self-controlled and alert.
ing God will fail, Satan's rebellion grows
Your enemy the devil prowls around like
continually. Along with the angels who
a roaring lion looking for someone to
followed his initial insurrection, mankind
devour" (I Peter 5:8).
has joined and will continue to join his
Second, we must withhold assistance.
cult of evil for "Satan comes and takes
The Apostle Paul warns us, "Do not let
away the Word (the Gospel) that was
the sun go down while you are still
sown ... " (Mark 4: 15). Through decepangry , and do not give the devil a
tion "The god of this age has blinded the
foothold" (Ephesians 4:26).
minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot
Third, we must wear God's armor
see the light of the gospel of the glory of
(see Gary Gromacki's article). Wearing
Christ..." (2 Corinthians 4:4).
this "spiritual armor" in an attitude of
Satan will succeed in his plan for
dependent prayer enables us to stand
unbelievers. They advance his rebellion
against satanic attacks (Ephesians
as he "leads the whole world astray"
6:11 - 18).
(Revelation 12:9), but they will share his
Finally, we must follow the strategy
judgment. In Matthew 25 :41, Christ says
for victory. James tells us what it is:
to them, "Depart from me, you who are

Satan will destroy
many people.

"Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. Come near to God and he will
come near to you ... Humble yourselves
before the Lord" (James 4:7,8,10).
Satan fails in his opposition to God's
person and plan. He succeeds in
beguiling unbelievers into his rebellion
and ruin. Whether or not he succeeds
with us depends upon our knowledge
and choice. Whenever we prefer any
one other than God or any will other
than His, we join, however briefly, the
rebellion that is doomed.
During the battle for North Africa,
General George S. Patton's tanks and
troops engaged in a successful counterattack of German forces under Field
Marshall Erwin Rommel. It is reported
that in the heat of the battle Patton
shouted, " I have read your book,
Rommel. I have read your book." And
he had. In Rommel 's Infantry Attacks,
the "Desert Fox" had detailed his
military strategy. With this knowledge
of Rommel's plan, Patton defeated his
enemy. Knowing Satan 's plan as
revealed in God's Book, we can be
aware of our enemy 's strategy and avoid
being drafted into his rebellion .

Quotations are from the New International Version.

Dr. Timothy Warren is associate professor
of pastoral ministries at Dallas Theological
Seminary. He earned a B.A. from
.
Cedarville College, an M.A. from Bowlmg
Green State University, a Th.M. from Dallas
Theological Seminary, and a Ph.D . from The
Ohio State University.

Who's afraid of the
big, bad devil?
Frankly, I am!
That is, I have a healthy regard for
him. I suspect that anyone who understands who he is and what he's up to (see
Tim Warren's article) does, too. Even
the mighty archangel, Michael, does not
trifle with the devil. 1
Sadly, for some time, wariness of the
devil has not been a popular nor widespread attitude. Doubtless as a result of
humanistic rationalism and the inroads of
liberal theology, belief in the existence

of a literal devil waned for many years.
Often, the devil was little more than a
red flannel-clad cartoon character who
impishly enticed people to mischief or
who stoked the fires of a smoke-filled
place no one believed in anymore.
In recent years, however, that disbelief seems to be changing. In a remarkable article entitled, "Giving the Devil
His Due," the secular magazine
Newsweek (8/30/82) noted that although
by the middle of this century only "the
most persistently literal-minded" still
believed in the devil, "as the second
millennium approaches, interest in the

devil is rising among the credulous and
curious alike."
Hollywood has cashed in on society 's
fears and curiosity with a barrage of
satanic movies beginning with The
Omen and The Exorcist. A rash of
interest in satanism and the occult in its
many forms has swept the United States.
Even many non-Christian authorities
have a growing concern about the dark
influence of demon-laced games such as
Dungeons and Dragons. Less obvious,
but perhaps even more dangerous, is the
devil's growing influence through the
New Age Movement, with increasing

- ---------------------instances of demon possession induced
by the supposedly innocent practice of
"channelling. "
Who is the devil, anyway? Does the
Christian need to fear him?
Let ' s consider what the Bible teaches
about this monster of wickedness . First,
we ought to determine

His Derivation
The devil is a real person possessing
intellect, emotion, and will. He was
created by God 2 as a spirit being, 3 and
therefore is invisible and immaterial,
although he is able to assume a visible
appearance or indwell a body , whether
human 4 or otherwise.5
In his original state, Satan was
evidently at the top of the highest rank
of angelic beings, cherubim6, and was
"perfect" in his ways. 7 As a cherub, he
was involved in the protection and
proclamation of the holiness of God.
At the conclusion of the creation
week, God ' s pronouncement of "very
good" included Satan in his unfallen
splendor. What happened to pervert
"the anointed cherub" into "that old
serpent, the devil"?8 Let's consider next

His Deviation
Most Bible scholars agree that the
content of Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 goes
beyond the literal kings of Babylon and
Tyre to picture the sin of Lucifer (alias
Satan) which brought about his depravity and deposition, and Jed to the temptation and fall of mankind.
His proud ambition " to be like the
Most High" 9 apparently occurred
sometime between the events of Genesis
2:25 and Genesis 3: 1. One-third of the
angels joined him in his rebellion 10 and
comprise the army of demons who assist
him in his evil work to this day .
Although God banished him from his
position of grandeur and pronounced his
ultimate condemnation to hell , 11 Satan
continues to have access to heaven 12 and
earth , 13 while he directs his evil empire
from the atmosphere . 14 The awesome
extent of his power and influence are
revealed as we consider

His Dominion

The devil rules over his kingdom 15
which includes his angels, the present
evil world system, and his family which
encompasses all the unsaved.

Satan 's angels 16-the demons-are
highly organized 17 and extremely active
around the world as they carry out his
sinister plan. They are very powerful, 18
intelligent, 19 and deceptive. 20 They
promote false doctrine and religions, 21
often inhabit bodies, 22 inflict illness ,23
hinder Christian workers,24 oppose the
spread of the Gospel, 25 and are able to
work miracles.26
The present evil world system is
under the devil's domination.27 "The
whole world is under the control of the
evil one" ( 1 John 5: 19 NIV). He is
active in the affairs of government and
has assigned some of his high ranking
demons to oversee and influence particular nations.28 In fact, an invisible
political war rages between God's
angels and Satan's hosts. 29 The magnitude of his jurisdiction is revealed by
his ability to hand over the kingdoms of
this world to whomever he wills. 30 One
day he will confer the authority and
glory of this world's kingdoms on the
shoulders of the antichrist. 31
The devil's family includes all the
unsaved.32 He directs their lifestyle,33
influences their thinking, 34 keeps them
in spiritual darkness,35 and holds them
in his control. 36
The character and work of Satan are
clearly revealed in the Bible by

His
Designations
A study of the names and titles the
Scriptures ascribe to the devil teaches
us a great deal about him. A partial list
includes: the prince of this world, the
prince of the power of the air, the god
of this world, the prince of the demons ,
old serpent, great dragon, the evil one,
destroyer, tempter, accuser, deceiver,
enemy, murderer, liar, and angel of
light.
His two most famili ar names, the
devil and Satan, communicate essential
understanding of his attributes and
intents.
Devil (diabolos in the Greek) appears
35 times and means "slanderer." He
brings accusation to God against His
people, 37 inspires others to speak against
them, 38 and promotes gossip among
believers. 39 The meaning of Satan
("adversary" or "opposer") divulges the
primary objective of all he does, that is,

to oppose God, His work, His plan, and
His people. This name is used more
than 50 times to expose the obsession of
his antagonism against God. This passionate rivalry is displayed by

His Designs
Fundamental to his multifaceted
program are the dual purposes of
keeping people from salvation and
hindering Christians in growth and
service.
When the Gospel is
preached to the lost, he
quickly seeks to
remove it
from their
hearts.40 He
blinds the
minds of the
unsaved41 and
uses his children to pervert
the message
and tum
people away
from saving
faith. 42 He
impedes the
travel of missionaries to
prevent their
evangelism
and discipling
ministries .43
He attracts
unbelievers to
false doctrine
and religions ,44 is
capable of
using miracles
to lead them
into fal se worship,45 and even enables
unsaved people to work miracles in the
name of Christ to deceive them into
thinking they belong to God.46
Many of Satan ' s wiles are directed
toward frustrating the growth and
service of believers. He tempts them to
sin,47 plants thoughts in their minds that
are contrary to the will of God ,48
leads them astray from devotion to
Christ,49 promotes confusion and strife
among them,50 instigates an unforgiving
spirit in their midst,51 afflicts them with
illness ,52 tempts them to immorality,53
encourages them to gossip,54 hinders

their service, 55 entices them to pride, 56
incites persecution against them ,57 and
seeks to sabotage them by beguiling
their leaders to sin.58
His devious work is concisely illustrated in Genesis 3 at

His Debut
In Satan's insidious visit in the
Garden of Eden (Genesis 3), we find a
microcosm of his methodology. First he
timed his approach to isolate
Eve from her spiritual
protection
(Adam).
Today, he
works hard
to keep
people away
from church
and to
separate
believers
from each
other.
Then Satan
spoke in
such a way
as to depersonalize
God (he
omitted
"Lord,"
God's

used in conjunction
with His relationship
to His people). After
that he attempted to
create doubt of God 's
Word ("Yea, hath God
said ... ?"). His next step was
to distort God ' s Word ("Ye shall not eat
of every tree ..."). Then he spoke in such
a way as to emphasize the negative.
Next he endeavored to deny the truthfulness of God's Word ("Ye shall not
surely die "). Finally he worked to
create an adverse image of God as
selfish and jealous ("God doth know ...
ye shall be as gods").
Eve responded to his crafty temptation, and the horrid consequences are
universal and pervasive.
This sketch of Satan ' s character and
operation would be terribly disheartening to a Christian if it were not for the

Bible 's clear proclamation of

His Defeat
The ultimate defeat of Satan was
announced in the Garden of Eden 59 and
was accomplished on the cross. 60 His
doom is prophesied and certain.61 God 's
people are assured of victory over him. 62
While his power and subtlety are not
to be trifled with,63 believers must not
have a cowering or defeatist attitude
about him, for God has provided all they
need for victory over his wiles.
Christians must carefully navigate
between the triple errors of depreciating
his threat,64 of becoming preoccupied
with his work65 (someone warned, "you
may let the wolf into your house by
opening the door to see if he is outside"),
or of thinking that his power is irresistible.66
God has given us many resources for
our protection against and victory over
Satan and all his hosts . Salvation breaks
his controlling power in the life of a
believer. 67 Christ' s blood,68 advocacy,69
and intercession 70 are invincible walls
against the devil's assaults.
The indwelling Holy Spirit is superior
to Satan's might. 71 God ' s provision of
armor guards against his every attack. 72
He may be successfully resisted and
caused to flee by the surrendered
believer. 73 His temptations may be
overcome by the power of the Word of
God 74 and the support of prayer. 75 By
awareness of his strategies, we may
avoid giving the devil an advantage or
foothold in our lives and churches. 76
All of Satan's power and works are
inferior to the greater authority and
strength of God. 77 He cannot harm
God ' s child in any way without the
specific permission and limitation by
God. 78 He cannot separate the believer
from God 's love. 79 All authority in
heaven and earth belongs to Jesus Christ
Who has promised to be with every
believer to the end of the age. 80 Even
Satan himself will be required to bow
his knee and confess Christ's Lordship.8 1
Our enemy Satan is a highly formidable foe who must be feared and
respected. However, he is not unbeatable! We must not become obsessed
with his strength and subtlety. The
child of God is absolutely assured of

victory over him as he utilizes the
omnipotent resources God has made
available to him.
Satan is on a rope of divinely controlled limitation. We must not voluntarily nor foolishly allow ourselves to
wander within reach of his tether. Rather
we must stand on the sure promise of
God, "There hath no temptation taken
you but such as is common to man: but
God is faithful, who will not suffer you
to be tempted above that ye are able; but
will with the temptation also make a way
to escape, that ye may be able to bear it"
(1Corinthians10:13).
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frequent speaker at
retreats , conferences ,
and colleges, as well
as the author of
numerous articles for
publication. He is a
graduate of Bob
Jones University and
Grace Theological
Seminary.
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Chris ti ans~ Arm
yourselves t

by Pastor Gary Gromacki

-------------------------------T he Christian life is not a playground
but a battleground. We are involved in a
war with unseen foes. In Ephesians 6: 12
Paul wrote, "For our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the powers, against the
world forces of this darkness, against the
spiritual forces of wickedness in the
heavenly places."
One of the problems American
soldiers had in Vietnam was that they
were fighting an army they often
couldn't see. The unseen enemy knew
the terrain, set traps in the forest, and
ambushed our men.
If we survey the spiritual battlefield
today, we see what happens when we
Christians get caught with our armor
down: broken homes, divided churches,
forfeited ministries, and ruined lives.
In this war there are no draft dodgers,
no armchair generals, no advocates of
peace at any price, and no conscientious
objectors. We are either soldiers in
God's army or we are Satan's prisoners
of war. If we have put our trust in Christ
alone for salvation, Christ is our Commander in Chief. He expects 100 percent
obedience from the soldiers in His army
(2 Timothy 2:3-4).
How can we defeat Satan and
experience victory in our daily lives?
Christ gives us our orders in
Ephesians 6.

prayed that God " would grant you,
according to the riches of His glory, to
be strengthened with power through His
Spirit in the inner man; so that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith. "
The Dayton Daily News published an
article about Ohio State football coach
John Cooper entitled, "Cooper Stresses
Strength." It stated: "Ohio State football
coach John C9bper passes by the Woody
Hayes Training Facility weight room
almost every day. He wants to see his
players in there. You just can't walk
through the weight room and get strong.
You have to work in there. You know
who I see all the time in the weight
room? Every time I go by, Chris
Spielman is in there. He didn't get to be
where he is [linebacker for the Detroit
Lions] by walking through the weight
room."
The Christian life is similar. We
don ' t get to be strong Christians just by
sitting in church. We have to work. It
takes discipline and determination to
spend time every day reading and
memorizing the Word, praying for
others, sharing our faith, and serving
others. In Philippians 4: 13, Paul said,
"I can do all things through Him who
strengthens me." Christ will give us
spiritual strength to fight Satan as we
exercise our spiritual muscles serving
Him.

We can defeat Satan by
drawing on Christ's
strength (Ephesians 6:10).

We can defeat Satan by
putting on the whole armor
of God (Ephesians 6:11-17).

Some of us are trying to live the Christian life in our own strength. We don't
pray. We don't read the Word. We
come to church occasionally, but we are
living defeated lives. We are discouraged and depressed. We are letting
circumstances control our lives. We
have failed to do what Paul says in Ephesians 6: 10, "Be strong in the Lord, and
in the strength of His might."
We can defeat Satan only in the
strength of the Lord. In Ephesians 1: 1819, Paul prayed that we might "know ...
what is the surpassing greatness of His
power toward us who believe. These are
in accordance with the working of the
strength of His might." That power was
evidenced in Christ's resurrection from
the dead and His being made Head of the
Church. In Ephesians 3:16-17, Paul

Paul was chained to a Roman soldier
when he wrote the book of Ephesians.
In Ephesians 6: 11-17, Paul challenged us
to "Put on the full armor of God, so that
you may be able to stand firm against
the schemes of the devil." The word
"schemes" refers to deceptive methods,
tricks that Satan tries to use to defeat us.
How can we protect ourselves from
Satan's attacks?
First, we need to put on the belt of
truth. Paul writes, "Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with
truth ... " (Ephesians 6: 14).
The military belt was six to eight
inches wide and was worn around the
waist in order to hold the rest of the
equipment in place. If the belt were not
in place, the armor would not be secure.

In our lives we must be truthful-men
and women of integrity. Satan is the
father of lies (John 8:44) and tempts us
to live hypocritical lives, saying one
thing and living another. He wants us to
live one way on Sunday morning and a
totally different way during the week.
He tempts us to be dishonest and to
question God's Word. If we speak the
truth in love (Ephesians 4: 15), we will
defeat Satan.
Second, we need to put on the breastplate of righteousness. This piece of
armor covered the heart and usually was
made of some kind of metal. We can be
justified before God only if the righteousness of Christ is placed on our
account, and this comes through our
faith in Christ and His finished work on
the cross (Romans 3:21-26).
We are not saved by doing good
works, but we are saved to do good
works (Ephesians 2:8-10). Ephesians
4:24 states that we are to "put on the
new self, which in the likeness of God
has been created in righteousness and
holiness of the truth." We should live
righteous lives because we have been
made righteous in Christ.
Third, we need to pull on the Gospel
shoes of peace. Paul writes, "having
shod your feet with the preparation of
the gospel of peace" (Ephesians 6: 15).
The soldier's shoes were important.
They were leather sandals with nail
studs on the bottom. They helped the
soldier get a good footing in battle. The
shoes take us where we need to gointo all the world to preach the Gospel.
Witnessing is one area in which
Satan fights us all the way. He puts all
kinds of reasons into our minds why we
shouldn't share our faith, such as, "If
you share your testimony your friend
will stop liking you. "
A soldier wearing all his armor
except his shoes would find it difficult
to march. If we Christians don't have
our spiritual shoes on, we aren't ready
to share the good news of Christ. We
must be prepared to present Christ
through key salvation verses like those
in the Romans Road (Romans 3:23,
6:23; 5:8; 10:9-10).

Fourth, we need to take up the shield
of faith. The Roman shield was four
feet long and two and one-half feet
wide and looked like a door. If a
Roman soldier on the front line placed
his shield upright on the ground in front
of him , he could protect his body from
the arrows of the enemy.
Paul says we should take up " the
shield of faith with which you will be
able to extinguish all the flaming
missiles of the evil one" (Ephesians
6: 16). Satan likes to get us to doubt
God's Word. In the Garden, he threw
his dart of doubt at Eve, "Indeed, has
God said, 'You sh al I not eat. .. ' "
(Genesis 3: 1). Eve had her armor down
and disobeyed God. To defeat Satan we
must take God at His Word and obey
Him. Faith is the victory that overcomes
the world (I John 5:4).
Fifth, we need to "take the helmet of
salvation" (Ephesians 6:17). The
helmet protected the head in battle. We
are involved today in a battle for the
minds of people. Satan attacks new
converts and tries to get them to doubt
their conversion. New believers must
realize that they cannot lose their
salvation (John 10:27-29) and that all
their sins have been forgiven for His
name's sake (I John 2:12). We Christians need to have renewed minds
(Romans 12:2). We must bring every
thought into obedience to Christ
(2 Corinthians 10:3-5). Only then will
we see life from His perspective.
Finally, we need to know how to use
"the sword of the Spirit, which is the
Word of God" (Ephesians 6:17b).
The sword was the Roman soldier ' s
offensive weapon . We need to know
how to use our Bibles to defeat Satan.
When Christ was confronted by Satan
in the wilderness, He quoted from the
Word of God three times. Scripture
memorization is essential to fight
spiritual warfare. When Satan tempts
us to be immoral, we need to quote and
obey I Corinthians 6: 18-20. When
Satan tempts us to grumble and complain, we need to remember and obey
Philippians 2:14-15.

We can defeat Satan by
watching, praying,
and witnessing
(Ephesians 6:18-20). The
Christian soldier fights the good fight of
faith on his knees. Paul writes, "With
all prayer and petition pray at all times
in the Spirit, and with this in view, be
on the alert with all perseverance and
petition for all the saints, and pray on
my behalf, that utterance may be given
to me in the opening of my mouth, to
make known with boldness the mystery
of the gospel, for which I am an
ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to
speak " (Ephesians 6: 18-20).
Someone has said that a Christian is
only as strong as his/her prayer life.
Paul says we need to pray at all times.
I Thessalonians 5: 17 states, "Pray
without ceasing. " We need to pray
every day and not just on Sunday. We
need to pray our way through the day.
We also need to pray with all prayer
and petition. If we study Paul ' s prayer
requests in his epistles, we discover that
his main concern was for the believer' s
spiritual growth and development. We
need to pray for spiritual strength to do
God 's will.
We need to pray in the Spirit. That
doesn ' t mean to pray in tongues. It
means to pray in the power of the Spirit.
The Spirit prompts us to pray and
enables us to pray (Romans 8:26).
We need to pray, so to speak , with
our eyes open. Paul says, "Be on the
alert" in Ephesians 6: 18. Peter writes in
I Peter 5:8, "Be of sober spirit, be on
the alert. Your adversary, the devil,
prowls about like a roaring lion , seeking
someone to devour. " Satan is a lion on
the loose. That is why we need to be on
the alert.
In Mark 14:38 Jesus told His
disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane ,
"Keep watching and praying, that you
may not come into temptation ; the spirit
is willing, but the flesh is weak." The
disciples didn ' t listen. When the
soldiers came to arrest Jesus, they were
surprised and fled in panic. Later Peter
denied that he knew Christ. We must

keep watching and praying. We never
know when Satan will attack next.
We need to pray with all perseverance. We can ' t quit. We should never
give up. If we keep on asking, seeking,
and knocking even when Heaven seems
silent, God will answer in His time and
in His way.
We need to pray for all the saints,
and we ourselves need to be upheld in
prayer. We all have our times of
struggle in the Christian life.
We need to pray for boldness to
witness to others. Paul asked the
Ephesians to pray that he might be bold
to share his faith while in prison. They
prayed, Paul witnessed, and God
answered. Many Roman soldiers came
to faith (Philippians 4:22).
In his book , The Fight, John White
wrote, " Hell ' s legions are terrified of
prayer. Satan trembles when he sees the
weakest saint upon his knees." Prayer is
the communication line between our
Commander in Chief and His troops .
We need to make sure we keep the lines
open.
Conclusion
The historian Edward Gibbon stated
that one of the reasons for the fall of
Rome was the lack of discipline in the
ranks of Rome ' s soldiers. Many
soldiers complained of the weight of the
armor and stopped wearing all of it. As
a result many were injured or killed in
battle. We need to make sure we put on
the whole armor of God so Satan will
not make us a casualty. Christians,
arm yourselves!

Quotations are from the New American
Standard Version.

Pastor Gary
Gromacki is a graduate of Cedarville
College and Dallas
Theological
Seminary. He
pastors Grace Bible
Church in Canal
Winchester, Ohio,
and is an adjunct
instructor at
Cedarville.
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This article is an excerpt from the
book, I Never Promised You a Hot
Tub by Doug Peterson. Copyright©
1987 by Doug Peterson. Used by
permission of Zondervan Publishing
House.
M
orris looked the shopkeeper square
in the eye. ''I'd like to buy a full suit of
armor to protect me from the attack of
temptations. "
"And what size temptations do you
hope to resist?" said the shopkeeper at
Ridley 's Armor Shop.
'Tm expecting an extra-large one.
I usually get only medium temptations.
But my neighbor has been getting on
my nerves lately, so I' m expecting an
extra-large temptation to punch him in
the nose ."
"Are you interested in any particular
style of armor?"
Morris pointed to the book in his
hand. "This manual suggests that I put
on the breastplate of righteousness. Do
you have any of those? "
" No, no, no! " the shopkeeper
scoffed. "Breastplates of righteousness
have been out of style for years. I have
something much more in vogue ."
"More in vogue?" Morris said. "But
isn't a breastplate of righteousness
necessary to protect hearts? Doesn't
that mean that when we ask God to

forgive us, we have a pure heart in His
eyes?"
"Where did you get that outdated
manual? " said the shopkeeper, snatching
the book from Morris 's hand and
blowing dust from its cover. "What you
want is our new line of designer
T-shirts. "
"Designer T-shirts?"
"That 's right, my friend. A breastplate of righteousness may impress God,
but designer T-shirts will impress your
friends. Yes sir, this T-shirt is just for
you!"
Before Morris could respond, the
shopkeeper handed him a T-shirt that
was specially designed by the International Fellowship of Conformists . It was
emblazoned with the slogan, "I brake for
peer pressure." The cash register rang
like a bell , the sale was made, and the
shopkeeper asked if Morris needed
anything else.
"Well, if you don't think I need a
breastplate of righteousness , can't you at
least sell me a shield of faith to fend off
temptations?" Morris said.
The shopkeeper gasped. "A shield of
faith? Did I hear you correctly? My
friend, do you realize how expensive a
shield of faith is? Faith is a priceless
item. You want something cheap and
better suited to your budget, don ' t you?"
"Well , I don't know if.. .. "
"I have just the thing. " The shop-

keeper rummaged through a desk
drawer and pulled out a credit card.
The card had a small handle attached to
its back so that it looked like a miniature shield.
"What kind of shield is that?" Morris
exclaimed.
"This is the most effective shield
there is, my friend . Whenever you ' re
tempted, simply pull out your charge
card and tell Satan that you ' ll pay him
anything if he ' ll just stop tempting you .
Then hand him the credit card, and he'll
agree to stop tempting you .. .for the time
being. "
Morris couldn ' t believe his ears.
"You 're suggesting that I pay Satan to
stop tempting me? Isn't that a little bit
like selling your soul to the devil?"
"Don ' t worry ," said the shopkeeper.
" Satan takes all major credit cards."
"But I don 't want to be in debt to
Satan! "
"Don't worry about that either.
Satan will let you make payments on
the installment plan, although I admit
he does have high interest rates. "
Morris shook his head in confusion
as the shopkeeper handed him a creditcard shield and rang up the sale.
" Next," Morris said, "my manual
suggests that I wear a helmet of salvation ."
According to Morris , a helmet
protects one 's head and mind. When
we have the assurance of salvation, he
said , our minds can bask in the freedom
of knowing our futurJ is solidly with
God.
"But a helmet is so confining! " said
the shopkeeper. "I suggest that you not
wear a helmet at all. Be a free-thinking
spirit and let the breezes of the world
rush through your head ."
" No helmet? But what about a
sword of the Spirit? Surely, you must
agree that I can ' t face temptation
without a sword of the Spirit to cut
through the confusion and help me
discern right from wrong."
Again , the shopkeeper had a more
fashionable suggestion. He said that

swords of the Spirit were too heavy to
carry around. The solution, he claimed,
was to carry a small light-weight, plastic
dinner knife.
"A plastic dinner knife can't cut
through anything!" Morris protested.
"How can I discern right from wrong
with a plastic utensil ?"
"Well, my advice is not to worry
about right and wrong. It's much too
tiring to be concerned about. "
The cash register rang again, and
another sale was made.
Finally, Morris left the shop
equipped from head to foot. But rather
than being equipped with a breastplate
of righteousness, a shield of faith, a
helmet of salvation, and a sword of the
Spirit, he had a T-shirt of conformity, a
shield of compromise, and a sword of
self-indulgence.
A few minutes later, another
customer entered the shop.
"You won't believe what I just saw,"
the customer told the shopkeeper. "I
saw a guy trying to fight off temptation
with nothing but a designer T-shirt, a
credit-card shield, and a plastic knife.
He wasn't even wearing a helmet. "
"I know ," the shopkeeper smiled. "I
sold him those things."
"You? Since when do you sell
outfits for fighting temptations? l
thought you were in the business of
delivering temptations!"
"I am," the shopkeeper said. "But
yesterday I put up a sign outside saying
that I was selling armor, and that fool
believed it! "
After the shopkeeper and customer
howled with laughter for at least a
minute, the phone rang.
"Beelzebub Temptations, Inc. ," the
shopkeeper said into the receiver. "Yes,
we do have a special deal today- two
free colas with every extra-large
temptation. What's that? You want an
extra-large temptation sent to a guy
whose neighbor has been getting on his
nerves? Right away . Yes, we do have
free delivery .. .any time, any place."
The shopkeeper smiled a smile that
could only be duplicated by a spider that
had just snagged a fly in its web.

Are You on
Satan's S ide?
J esus said, "He that is not with me is against me" (Luke 11 :23). There is
spiritual warfare going on everywhere, and if you are not on God 's side, you
are on Satan 's side. Although Satan seems very powerful, the Bible clearly
states that he and his followers are destined for destruction (Matthew 25 :41 ).
"What," you ask , "can I do to make sure I am on God 's side?"

God says you c.annot come to God by your own efforts. You c.an•t sign
up nor can you do anything to earn your way to Him.
"There is a way that seems right unto a man, but in the end it leads to
death" (Proverbs 16:25).

God says there is only one way to oome to Him.
"Jesus answered ' I am the way , the truth , and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through Me"' (John 14:6).

He also says that you have a sin problem which needs to be taken care of
before He c.an accept you.
" ... for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God"
(Romans 3:23).
"For the wages of sin is death ... "
(Romans 6:23a).

Amazing as it sound , God•s provision for your salvation is a free gift.
It has been purchased for you by God Himself. The cost? The death of
Jesus Christ for your sin and His resurrection from the de.ad.
" ... the gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord"
(Romans 6:23b).
"But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us " (Romans 5:8) .
"God made Him [Christ] who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in
Him we might become the righteousness of God"
(2 Corinthians 5:21).

How c.an you be on God•s side and be assured of eternal life? By
'
believing what the Bible says about your need to acknowledge your in,
repent, and receive Jesus Christ as your Savior.
" .. .unless you repent, you too will all perish" (Luke 13 :3).
"Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He
gave the right to become children of God .. ."
(John I : I 2).
For more information about how you can come to know Christ as your Savior and
be assured that you are on God ' s side in this spiritual warfare, please contact:

Dr. Harold Green
Vice President for Christian Ministries
Cedarville College
P.O. Box 601
Cedarville, OH 45314
513-766-2211 ext. 202
Quotations are from the New International Version.
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CAMPUS NEWS
T hree Cedarville College
professors completed
doctoral studies in the
spring. Associate Professor
of Political Science Joseph
Halsey (left) received the
Ph.D. from the University of
Cincinnati; Assistant
Professor of Bible Floyd
Elmore (center) , the Th.D.
from Dallas Theological
Seminary, and Assistant
Professor of Music James
Colman (right), the Ph.D.
from Michigan State
University.

Weibert Makes
Sports Illustrated

Dr.

Paul Dixon addressed the 402 graduates,
their parents, and friends at the 94th annual commencement exercises on June 2. The College
conferred the Doctor of Divinity degree on
Rev . Richard D. Holliday, General Director of
Muskoka Baptist Conference and Camp
Widjiitiwin, Huntsville, Ontario. Recipients of the
President's Trophy were Julie Titus of Fairfax,
Virginia, and Nathan Bobbett of New Carlisle,
Ohio . Kathryn Bavec of Mayfield Heights, Ohio,
received the Faculty Scholarship Trophy.

I n June, Professor Charles Pagnard took the 18-member
Brass Choir to Hungary for a three-week ministry of
concerts, sharing the Word of God, and personal testimonies.
Andrea Gerstner, a 1990 Cedarville graduate from Budapest,
served as interpreter and guide. Professor Pagnard accompanied the Brass Choir to Israel in 1987 and to Brazil in 1981
and 1982.

Spring Sports
Championships
Softball
NAIA District 22
Western Buckeye
Collegiate Conference
Baseball
Mid-Ohio Conference
Men's Tennis
NAIA District 22
Women 's Tennis
NAIA District 22

NAIA Coaches of the Year

Bob Fires, softball
Pete Reese, baseball
Dr. Murray Murdoch, men ' s tennis
Dr. Pam Diehl , women 's tennis

NAIA All-Americans
Pending final approval by The Ohio Board of
Regents, Cedarville College will launch its B.S.E.
(Bachelor of Science in Engineering) program in the
fall of 1990. Offering majors in electrical and
mechanical engineering, the program is designed to
accommodate 50 students in the freshman class. The
department chair will be announced later this summer.

Freshman softball
pitcher Cindy Weibert
broke many school
records this spring and
claimed two no-hitters
(one, a perfect game) in
as many days. Her
exploits earned her a
spot in the "Faces in the
Crowd" column of
Sports Illustrated 's
June 11 issue.
(see Other Achievements
on this page.)

Eric Fillinger, track
Lynn Strickland, track
Denise DeWalt, softball

Other Achievements

NEW
Yellow Jackets

Sportsline
513-766-8800
(3 minute call)
available 24 hours per day

Cindy Weibert, softball
updated Monday thru Friday
two-time NAIA National Pitcher
September 3 thru May 31
of the Week
District 22 Player of the Year
Ryan Bowen, golf
Medalist in District 22 golf tournament

Bill and Eleanor Moyer of Blooming Glen , Pennsylvania, with daughter Susan, a 1989 graduate. The students elected Susan their 1988 Homecoming Queen.

"A

''Susan Deepened Her Walk with God
at Cedarville College'' -Bill Moyer

II Christian parents hope that their children will continue to
grow in the Lord when they leave home. When Susan began to
consider college, we realized that she still needed more molding
spiritually. That's why we encouraged her to make Cedarville the
college of her choice. Her brothers Scott and Steve had attended
there, and we were convinced that Cedarville was the place for our
daughter, too.
"We were impressed with the family atmosphere, the caring
attitude of the professors, and the daily emphasis on spiritual things .
We knew that Susan could mature in Christ at Cedarville.
"During her four years there, Susan seemed to make the most of
every minute. Her rigorous classes motivated her to develop good
study habits. She took advantage of what seemed like endless
cultural and recreational events, and she made friendships she will
keep for a lifetime. She also learned to be a soul winner. Witness-
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ing to youth in beach evangelism and to senior citizens in nursing
homes were experiences she will never forget.
"Yes, a college education is expensive these days. But we were
encouraged by the tremendous value we found at Cedarville. To us,
Susan's education was an excellent investment, not only in first
class academic preparation, but also in character-building experiences that would mark her for life.
"Now our daughter is a graduate. And we are thrilled with the
result. Cedarville must have been pleased with the result, too,
because she currently is representing the college to prospective
students.
"Her future? She is considering missions or work with inner city
youth. Whatever she does, we feel she is ready spiritually. Yes, we
feel that the Lord used Cedarville College to prepare her with fine
academics, but most of all with the opportunity to deepen her walk
with God."
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